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Past:
How Did Latinos Support 

the Inland Empire Economy?



The National Old Trail West, 1839



The National Old Trail West, 1839

“THIS, THE FIRST MILITARY ROAD
IN AMERICA,

BEGINNING AT ROCK CREEK AND
…LEADING OUR PIONEERS
ACROSS THIS CONTINENT

TO THE PACIFIC”



The American Narrative:
West into the Wilderness

John Gast, 1872



New Spain, 1521-1821 
World’s No. 1 Economy

• Global
• Multiracial
• Multicultural
• Multilingual



Inland Empire-
Transportation Hub Since 1775



Transportation Hub
Spanish Trail: Santa Fe to San Bernardino, 1828



Ranchos of Inland Empire, 1818



Agua Mansa, Founded 1842
(Map 1917)_



Juan Trujillo, 1852-1907
Agua Mansa Cemetery



Present:
How Do Latinos Support 

the Inland Empire Economy?



Latino Population Change, Inland Empire
1980-2018

• 291,200 in 1980
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Center for Economic Research & Forecasting: 2022 Metro Latino GDP Report
Source: CESLAC Tabulations of American Community Survey Data (1980, 2018)



Latino Population Change, Inland Empire
1980-2018

• 291,200 in 1980
• 2,386,450 in 2018



Latino Population Change, Inland Empire
1980-2018

• 291,200 in 1980
• 2,386,450 in 2018
• 720% growth 1980-2018 



Mexican
87%

Salvadoran
3%

Puerto Rican
1%

Guatemalan
1%

Other
8%

Latino National Origin, Inland Empire 2018

Center for Economic Research & Forecasting: 2022 Metro Latino GDP Report
Source: CESLAC Tabulations of American Community Survey Data (2018)



Cuban
43%

Colombian
9%

Puerto Rican
8%

Venezuelan
5%

Mexican
5%

Nicaraguan
5%

Dominican
4%

Honduran
4%

Peruvian
3%

Guatemalan
3%

Other
11%

Latino National Origin, MIA Metro 2018

Bank of America
Center for Economic Research & Forecasting: 2022 Metro Latino GDP Report
Source: CESLAC Tabulations of American Community Survey Data (2018)



Novo-Hispanos created
#1 Economy in the World

1513-1821



Latino Shared Experience 
Today
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Center for Economic Research & Forecasting: 2022 Metro Latino GDP Report
Source: CESLAC Tabulations of American Community Survey Data (2010, 2018)
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Center for Economic Research & Forecasting: 2022 Metro Latino GDP Report
Source: CESLAC Tabulations of American Community Survey Data (2018: EMP+UNEMP+MIL/POPge16)
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Center for Economic Research & Forecasting: 2022 Metro Latino GDP Report
Source: CESLAC Tabulations of American Community Survey Data (2018)
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Center for Economic Research & Forecasting: 2022 Metro Latino GDP Report
Source: CESLAC Tabulations of American Community Survey Data (2018)



Educational Increase, Latino Millennials over 
Latino Parental Generation, Inland Empire 2018 

• Higher percent are high school graduates
• Higher percent attending college 
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Center for Economic Research & Forecasting: 2022 Metro Latino GDP Report
Source: CESLAC Tabulations of American Community Survey Data (2018)
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Healthy Profile, California 2018

• Lower age-adjusted mortality



Age-Adjusted Death Rates, Latino and Non-
Hispanic White, California 2018

Center for Economic Research & Forecasting: 2021 State Latino GDP Report
Source: CESLAC Tabulations of NCHS Underlying Cause of Death Data, CDC WONDER Database (2018) Bank of America



Healthy Profile, California 2018

• Lower age-adjusted mortality
• Lower percent low  birth weight babies



Healthy Babies – Percent Born with Low Birth 
Weight, Latino and Non-Latino, California and 

United States 2018

Bank of America
Center for Economic Research & Forecasting: 2021 State Latino GDP Report
Source: CESLAC Tabulations of NCHS Natality Public-Use Data, CDC WONDER Database (2018)



Healthy Profile, California 2018

• Lower age-adjusted mortality
• Lower percent low  birth weight babies
• Longer life expectancy



Healthy Profile – Life Expectancy,
Latino and Non-Hispanic White, California and 

United States, 2018

Bank of America
Center for Economic Research & Forecasting: 2021 State Latino GDP Report
Source: CESLAC Tabulations of Robert Wood Johnson Foundation Data (2018)



Geography, States in the U.S.

Center for Economic Research & Forecasting: 2022 Metro Latino GDP Report
Source: https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=81990933



2021 How do Latinos Support the U.S. 
Economy?

• Population growth
• Youth into labor force
• Rising high school graduates
• Rising college attendees
• Private sector employment
• Healthy profile
• Long life expectancy



Future:
How Will Latinos Support 

the Inland Empire Economy?



The Future

• Largely immigrant parents created world’s 8th

largest economy.





The Future

• Largely immigrant parents create world’s 8th

largest economy.



Three Generations: Latino Population by Age 
Group, Inland Empire 2018

Center for Economic Research & Forecasting: 2022 Metro Latino GDP Report
Source: CESLAC Tabulations of the Current Population Survey (CPS), March Supplement (2018)



The Future

• Largely immigrant parents create world’s 8th

largest economy.
• What kind of economy will their highly 

educated, US citizen, bilingual children create?


