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M ark Twain supposedly said that in the West, whiskey is for drinkin:tj .
and water is for fighting. Whether he really said it or not, farmers ‘
around the region know there is some truth to the old adage.
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allocations to other growers, providing flexibility as they
reduce pumping in critic overdrafted aquifers.

Providing a sense of urgency to the development of
amarket-based em is the knowledge that the amount
of water each grower can pump may eventually be slashed
by as much as 40 -50%.

While water issues are different in every part of the West, one
thing is constant: many growers are going to have less water
in the future. As decisions are made about how to manage
water supplies, farmers must be engaged in the process
from the beginning and help to craft solutions. If they don't,
state and local regulators will develop plans to enforce new
regulations, such as California’s landmark Sustainable
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